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Community Read 2015: a HUGE Success 
Tiffin-Seneca Public Li-

brary is happy to announce 

that this year’s Community 

Read was a HUGE hit - 

bigger and better than ever! 

After a couple of years 

without the program, Adult 

Services Manager, Trinity 

Lescallett made sure to 

select a great read that 

resonated with the commu-

nity - the selection was 

“Thieving Forest” by Mar-

tha Conway.  

The novel won the 2014 North American Book Award 

in historical fiction and takes place in June 1806, on the 

edge of Ohio's Great Black Swamp. It is the story of 

seventeen-year old Susanna Quiner after Indians kidnap 

her sisters, her quest to get them back and her sisters’ 

new lives. 

Throughout March and April, the Library hosted book 

discussions and programs that featured local speakers 

who shared information relating to the book. Events in-

cluded a panel that featured local experts who spoke 

about Moravian religious settlements, the science and 

nature of the Great Black Swamp, and local history, in 

relation to the Swamp and the time period of the book. 

There was a program about the Isaac Dumond Family, 

the first Seneca County family who lived in the Great 

Black Swamp. The Library showed a PBS documentary 

The Story of the Great Black Swamp and an interpreter 

from Sauder Village spoke about life in northwest Ohio 

in 1803.  

At each of the programs, people were learning, dis-

cussing, and sharing – the exact goal of the Community 

Read. 

The Read concluded with a Writer’s Workshop and a  

public presentation about the book by the author Martha 

Conway. She also met with the Power of the Pen team at 

Tiffin Middle School earlier in the day. 

We are so grateful to all who made the event a success. 

Thank you to the speakers who presented programs for 

the Community Read including Dr. Bob Berg, Heidel-

berg University; Dr. Ken Krieger, Heidelberg Univer-

sity; Tonia Hoffert and Mark Steinmetz, Seneca County 

Museum; Miriam Fankhauser, retired Tiffin University.  

Thank you to Altrusa International of Tiffin and 

Friends of the Tiffin-Seneca Public Library for their 

generous donations towards the program. And, thank 

you to the Friends of the Tiffin-Seneca Public Library 

and the Friends of Beeghly Library at Heidelberg Uni-

versity for providing refreshments at the events.  

Tiffin-Seneca Public Library is so overwhelmed and 

grateful for the support of our community to not only 

produce large events like the Community Read, but for 

the com-

m u n i t y 

m e mb e r s 

who par-

ticipate.  

We are 

a l r e a d y 

p l a n n i n g 

for next 

year! 



Thank you Friends 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all of our Friends of the 

Library and to the Tiffin-Seneca community for a very success-

ful book sale last month.  

Adult books, children’s books, DVDs and VHS tapes, 

audiobooks and even art reproductions were sold during the sale 

event on March 20, 21 and 22. The items sold at the sale were 

provided by not only the library, but also by many, many local 

donations. 

This year’s book sale was one of the best we’ve had in years. 

Funds raised from the sale help to provide financial support for 

library programs, events and special purchases. 

T-SPL and the 

Friends would like 

to give a heartfelt 

thank you to all of 

the staff members 

and volunteers from 

the Friends and Tif-

fin University for all 

of the hard work 

that went into this year’s book sale. We appreciate your support! 

We will miss you LOTS!! 
Nine years just isn’t enough 

time to spend with Renee, her 

smile, her willingness to help 

or lend an ear or, most of all, 

her always sunny, positive 

attitude. 

April 30 was Renee Dutro’s 

last day at T-SPL, as she and 

her family are moving to Co-

lumbus. Renee was a jack of 

all trades at the Library,  

working in the Circulation 

Department, making patrons 

happy answering questions, 

checking out and reserving 

items and helping to shelve books and media items. To say the 

least, Renee was a huge asset to the T-SPL team. 

Library Director, Matt Ross, said “During her time at TSPL, 

Renee has consistently made patrons' days brighter and posi-

tively impacted many lives. We wish her the best, but we will 

miss her greatly.” 

Once Renee’s move is complete, she will begin work at Wor-

thington Libraries and will substitute teach at area schools. 

Good luck Renee! We will miss you so, so, SO much!! 

National Volunteer Week 

A very belated, 

very happy Na-

tional Volunteer 

Week (which was  

April 12-18 this 

year) to all of the Library’s volunteers. We can’t explain how 

much we appreciate their support and hard work. We do know 

that we wouldn’t be able to do it without you.  

In fact in 2014, 35 individuals volunteered over 1326 hours 

and seven groups volunteered 639 hours; which totals almost 

1965.65 hours donated. Wow.  

T-SPL’s 2014 volunteers include: Linda Bailey, Paula Bartlett, 

Kourtney Brown, Emily Brubaker, Alec Bunnell, Elder Murphy, 

Elder Aland, Pat Cornely, Karen Culp, Ellen Drake, Andrea 

Foltz, Dylan Gibson, Ally Guarino, Kasean Hatlay, Dee Jack-

son, Trischa Lacy, Madaline Lersch, Katie Lonsbury, Susan 

Marion, Zachary May, Dina Mitchell, Susan Murray, Ruth Anne 

Musgrave, Mathilda Navias, Sister Richards, Kassidie Roude-

bush, Eileen Scherer, Nick Shaffer, Bill Shetterly, Erika Shultz, 

Sister Slade, Victoria Smith, Kathy Steyer, Sister Tuiuti, Shyann 

Waggoner, Judy Wall, Rodney Young, Libby Zbinden and 

Megan Zimmerman. 

Volunteer groups include T-SPL’s Friends of the Library, stu-

dents from Heidelberg University and Tiffin University, and of 

course groups that help with special events like the International 

Cultural Center, National Machinery and all adult program pre-

senters. 

Our wonderful knitting teachers 
And we want to especially recognize two very special volun-

teers before they move away. Susan Marion and Dee Jackson 

came to us in 2011, asking to host a knitting group at the Li-

brary. It has since grown to knitting classes and open knitting 

sessions for the entire community. And is a tight knit group, at 

that. 

Thank you Susan and Dee. We wish you all the luck in the 

world in your new adventures. We will miss you.  

We’re cookin’ now 

We’re looking for a few good mem-

bers for our new “What’s Cookin’? 

Cookbook Club!”  

Every month, join T-SPL staff to dis-

cuss everything cooking - successful and 

unsuccessful recipes, kitchen trends, 

gadgets and tips and suggestions that 

help in the kitchen.  

The next meeting will be Tuesday, 

May 26 at 6:30 pm and the theme will 

be “Picnic and Summer Parties.” To 

participate, participants are asked to prepare and bring a recipe 

from a cookbook that goes with the month’s theme.  

Open to adults, there is no charge, but registration is neces-

sary. Call now to register! 

 

Our first Free Comic Book Day 

Celebrate and discover the amazing 

world of comic books on Free Comic 

Book Day! Taking place annually on 

the first Saturday in May, Free Comic 

Book Day is a single day when partici-

pating comic book specialty shops 

across North America and around the 

world give away comic books abso-

lutely free to anyone who comes into 

their shops. 

T-SPL is so excited to take part in the 

worldly event on Saturday, May 2 at 1:00 to 3 pm in the Frost 

Kalnow Room.  

For all ages, the whole family is invited to celebrate the world 

of comic books through activities like “Draw Your Own 

Comic,” “Caption the Comic Panel,” a comics-themed selfie 

photo booth station and comics crafts. Local comic book artists 

Patrick Lay and Ed Burkholder will be on hand to answer ques-

tions and draw sketches. And, perhaps best of all, Captain 

America will be there! 

One free comic book, donated by major comic book retailers, 

will be given per person. Participants may also wear their favor-

ite comic book hero costume.  

No registration is necessary, just stop by!  


